The influence of colour on cognition has been long-studied (e.g. Pressey, 1921) but contradicting claims surround the effects of colour on performance. Elliot, Maier, Moller, Friedman and Meinhardt (2007) proposed that in an achievement context (e.g. maths test) the perception of red impedes performance by inducing avoidance motivation. However, replications of the effect are scant, especially in the UK and some suffer from a lack of stimulus colour control. We report five experiments that attempt to replicate the red-effect in an achievement context across a range of settings: online; in school classrooms; and in the laboratory. In each experiment, stimuli were carefully specified and calibrated to ensure that they varied in hue but not luminance or saturation. Only one experiment replicated the red effect -participants who were primed with a red stimulus (relative to white) for 5 s scored worse on a subsequent verbal task. However, replication and extension of this experiment failed to reproduce the effect. Explanations for the findings are discussed including: the effect is not present in a UK population; the effect requires very specific methodology; the effect does not generalise to applied settings; and/or the original body of work overestimates the prevalence of these effects.
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There is growing evidence that human visual preference for curvature is a universal trait that can be traced back to our biological heritage. Said preference has been hypothesized to result from sharp transitions in contour conveying a sense of threat (Bar & Neta, 2006) . While the evolutionary nature of this preference has not been properly explored, a modified two alternative forced choice task (Munar, Gó mez-Puerto, & Gomila, 2014) has allowed us to find preference for curvature in a non-Western population (Gó mez-Puerto, Munar, Acedo, & Gomila, 2013) and among captive chimpanzees and gorillas (Munar, Gó mez-Puerto, Call, & Nadal, submitted). To further explore the nature of said preference, we analysed the gaze pattern of five primate species (human, chimpanzee, bonobo, orang-utan, and gorilla) when presented simultaneously with curved and sharp contoured versions of the same stimuli. Preliminary analyses reveal that curved stimuli were looked at longer, and fixated faster, than their sharp counterparts. These results go against what would be expected if sharp contours were perceived as threatening; which leads us to believe that, in accordance with recent findings (Palumbo, Bertamini, Gheorghes, & Galatsidas, 2014) , it might be attraction for curvature, and not aversion of sharpness, which determines primate preference for curvature. This study was supported by the project FFI2010-20759 funded by the Ministerio de Economi a y Competitividad (Spanish Government).
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